
 

1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 14, 2021 
 
To: oplanesMLS@mdot.maryland.gov 
MDOT and MDOT SHA: secretary@mdot.maryland.gov & LConti@mdot.maryland.gov 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA): ExecSecretariat.FHWA@dot.gov 
 
Re: Comments on the I-495 & I-270 Managed Lanes Study SDEIS; Support the No build Option 
 
The Maryland Coalition for Responsible Transit (MCRT) is submitting comments on the Supplemental 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) for the I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study. We 
oppose the proposed toll lanes and only support the No Build Option. This public- private partnership 
transportation project is ill-conceived and poorly planned. It should not proceed. We concur with the 
detailed comments on the SDEIS prepared by the Maryland Sierra Club. 
 
The MCRT would first point out that toll roads are not an incentive; rather, an aggressive move and 
inequitable to travelers. Second, we are concerned about the course of proposals and approvals that 
has taken place. It is a history of political maneuvering and questionable lobbying diversions.  
 
There are several key issues about which the MCRT is concerned:  
 
Fundamental flaws: Inherent flaws of omissions and undeveloped or underdeveloped plans cannot 
be fixed. They must be addressed directly and vetted with the public and the communities affected 
by the toll lanes construction. 
  
Equity: It creates another “have and have-not” situation for residents who need reasonably priced 
access to jobs, schools, and businesses and other locations that are part of their daily lives. We need 
multi-modal transportation.  
 
Foreign economic foothold: Australian Transurban does not have an interest in what the people need; 
rather, its incentive is to make a profit and establish a footprint in Maryland by creating a significant 
economic operational role in the state. It would effectively create a foothold for a foreign actor in our 
state taking an economic piece of the pie. 
  
Diversity in Maryland: According to the recent Census, Maryland is in the top four states in the United 
States in diversity. This quality extends to the needed modes of transportation. Communities of color 
rely heavily on transit, yet many will not be able to afford the tolls. 
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More vehicles on the road: Toll roads encourage more vehicular traffic, which also leads to more 
pollution, which further leads to negative effects in communities of color located along the path of 
the toll lanes, not to mention the effect on local roads, particularly in these communities whose 
infrastructure issues are often last on the list for attention.  
 
Environmental justice issues: As explicated by the federal government, the needs of communities 
must be determined at the beginning of the process. This has not occurred and it is apparent at this 
juncture that environmental justice is not a concern of the developers or the state government. As 
you well know, communities of color and low-income communities are especially challenged with 
these kinds of transportation projects.  
 
Big trucks: These vehicles will use the free lanes to avoid the high cost of the toll lanes, which will 
make those lanes less safe. These lanes will face increased wear and tear. Repairing them will cost 
more. The net effect will be the creation of two transportation systems.  
 
Shifting bottlenecks: The Managed Lanes project should be viewed as a single project rather than be 
broken up. Phase I will worsen travel through the northern part of Maryland. One wonders whether 
the strategy is to create this very situation, with a goal of "pushing" this future transit project as a 
remedy for a problem purposely created.  
 
Local road impact analysis: This analysis has not been undertaken. It is indicated that this will be done 
afterward and, in fact, will not be comprehensive. This is a serious flaw and unacceptable.  
 
Non-vehicular traffic: There is no commitment to addressing or assisting with plans for non-vehicular 
traffic. Alternate transportation modes are increasingly being addressed in Maryland, as are livable, 
walkable communities. This must be taken into consideration.  
 
Environmental impact: This is not addressed, a significant flaw. Stormwater mitigation, runoff from 
adding extensive impermeable surfaces, tree removal, wildlife, and more are not discussed. We are in 
a particularly rich environmental area of importance to residents and visitors—locally, statewide, 
nationally, and internationally—both for research and recreation, and this issue must be taken 
seriously.  
 
Historical impact: This impact is not discussed. We are in a particularly rich historical area of 
importance locally, statewide, nationally, and internationally, and this issue must be taken seriously.  
 
Changing travel priorities: The jury is still out on how the pandemic has affected work and travel 
patterns. To make major transportation decisions at this juncture is premature. While there has been 
an uptick in traffic, many are still working remotely or have even quit their jobs and started to work 
out of their homes or in other careers.  
 
Climate change: As stated previously, this plan will encourage more vehicular traffic. Maryland must 
proactively reduce greenhouse gas emissions and strategically designing mass transit systems that 
reduce vehicle use is critical.  
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The MCRT is a nonprofit organization formed in 2020. Its mission is to evaluate transit projects for 
social equity, environmental protection, environmental justice, economic viability, and community 
accessibility. See MCRT’s Facebook page www.facebook.com/MCRTaction and our website at 
www.mcrt-action.org. Contact the MCRT at mcrtaction@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
The MCRT opposes toll lanes and only supports the No Build Option for this project. Additionally, we 
find a 45-day comment period for the SDEIS to be woefully inadequate and a sad testimony to your 
insidious work on this project.  We look forward to your response about this serious matter that 
affects communities and counties across the state of Maryland. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel E. Woomer      Victoria Reynolds 
President       Vice President 
 
Contact Information 
Daniel E. Woomer 
President 
Maryland Coalition for Responsible Transit 
6242 Woodland Road 
Linthicum Heights, Maryland 21090 
Email : woomer.dan@gmail.com 
Phone : 410-684-2945 

Ms. Victoria Reynolds 
Vice President 
Maryland Coalition for Responsible Transit 
6715 Terra Alta Drive  
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
Email: reynoldsdev@yahoo.com 
Phone: 301-651-8110 

 
 
CC: Steny Hoyer 

Chris Van Hollen 
Ben Cardin 
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